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Africa Centre Demographic Information System (ACDIS) 
 

Analytical Dataset Documentation 
 

Change History 
Who When What

Colin Newell 14 May 2006 Original 

Colin Newell 4 July 2006 Removed now-obsolete Validity and VNotes fields 

Colin Newell 25 Aug 2007  Added form image; Removed VP dates, added ‘label’ variables 

Colin Newell 19th December 2009 Replaced HHR form image with cosmetically-improved 2010 version. (Perhaps 
should include HHU as well as HHR?) 
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Dataset name Households 

Description Households are social groups, having individuals as members. A narrow definition would restrict the term 
to groups of individuals, who live and eat together, but ACDIS uses a wider definition allowing also for 
non-resident household members. We replace "share food, prepare and eat together" by "largely share 
the same resources" or - easier to apply in the field - "care for each other / would care for each other, if 
need be". 
A second criterion in a more or less traditional setting is that the members agree on one individual being 
the Household Head. If there are several heads, there are usually several households. 
A third criterion – imposed by the fact that much of our data collection involves interviewing proxy 
informants - is, that members know about each other, at least as far as basic information such as name, 
relationship to the household head, and place of residence is concerned. 
Households are often families or extended families, whose members are related by blood ties or formally 
established relationships, but may sometimes go well beyond to also include resident domestic workers as 
affiliated members. They are clearly distinguished from “clans” (in the sense of relatives of common 
descent sharing the same forefather and surname). 

While the members of a household may be spread over several places, the household itself has exactly 
one residence (i.e. location) at a time.  

At any point in time every resident individual must have membership to a household that is resident at the 
same place.  

A household migrates or ends with the migration or death of its last member 

Rows/Units of analysis Household 

Unique identifier(s) HHIntId 

Approx. number of rows 18,000 (at time of writing) 
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Households Dataset Variable List 
Variable Name Description Source in ACDIS database Format/Codes/Special 

values 
Notes/comments

HHIntId Unique Household Id Households.IntId Integer 1 – approx 21,000 Unique key 

HHStartDate Date from which the 
household has been 
followed in DSS. 

The start date i.e. Events.AssignedDate 
of the event linked to 
Households.StartEvent 

Date.  
1987 to present. No 
missing (i.e. 179x) values 

Approx 73% start 1st Jan 
2000 i.e. DSS start 

HHStartType BS Start Type The Type of the Event (i.e. Events.Type) 
linked to the to 
RegisteredPointLocations.StartEvent 

Full labels in next variable. 
Mainly: 
EHI Ext.HH Inmigration 
IHM Int HH Migration 
IIM Int. Indiv Migration 
EII Ext Indiv Mign 
DSS DSS Start 
HMS HH m’ship start ! 
HFM HH formation 
IMG Indiv Migration 
HMG HH migration 

Approx 73% have “DSS” 
i.e. DSS start which was 
1st Jan 2000 

HHStartTypeName Label associated with 
previous variable 
codes 

EventTypes.Name Text  

HHEndDate Date to which the 
household has been 
followed in DSS 

The end date i.e. Events.AssignedDate of 
the event linked to Households.EndEvent 

General date format yyyy-
mm-dd.  
Plus a few missing values 
as 
1 Jan 1793 (Refused) 
1 Jan 1798 (Don’t Know) 
1 Jan 1799 (Missing) 

 



 

 
C:\Documents and Settings\Colin\My Documents\My Databases\ACDIS\Dataset Documentation\Core\Households.docx Page 6 of 7 

Households Dataset Variable List 
Variable Name Description Source in ACDIS database Format/Codes/Special 

values 
Notes/comments

HHEndType Household End Type The Type of the Event (i.e. Events.Type) 
linked to the to Households.EndEvent 

IHM Int. HH Migration 
IIM Int Indiv Mign 
DLV Delivery ! 
IMG Int Migration 
EHO Ext HH Outmign 
HMG HH Migration 
VIS Visit 
HDS Household 
dissolution 
EIO Ext. Indiv Outmign

Most (~75%) are VIS – 
Visit.  

The list of codes is as at 
original writing.  

HHEndTypeName Label associated with 
previous variable 
codes 

EventTypes.Name Text  
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SQL 
 
/* 
<Author>Colin Newell</Author> 
<Date>14 May 2006</Date> 
<Category>Dataset</Category> 
<Notes> 
Requested by: Core dataset 
 
Request: To produce a _Households analytical dataset 
         The dataset should contain one record for each Household  
</Notes> 
<ChangeHistory> 
C Newell    4 July 2006   Removed now-obsolete columns Validity and VNotes 
 
C Newell   31 Oct  2006   Turned dates from Text to date (ie. no conversion) 
 
C Newell   25 Aug  2006   Removed VP dates. Added 'label' variables 
</ChangeHistory> 
*/ 
ALTER VIEW _Households 
AS 
SELECT 
  hh.IntID AS HHIntId, 
  se.AssignedDate AS HHStartDate, 
--  se.VPDateString AS HHStartPrecision,  -- removed cn 25aug07 
  se.type AS HHStartType, 
  setp.[Name] AS HHStartTypeName,  -- added 2aug07 
  ee.AssignedDate AS HHEndDate, 
--  ee.VPDateString AS HHEndPrecision,    -- removed cn 25aug07 
  ee.type AS HHEndType, 
  eetp.[Name] AS HHEndTypeName    -- added 2aug07 
FROM Households hh 
  LEFT JOIN Events se ON se.intID = hh.StartEvent 
  LEFT JOIN EventTypes setp ON se.Type = setp.Code  
  LEFT JOIN Events ee ON ee.intID = hh.EndEvent 
  LEFT JOIN EventTypes eetp ON ee.Type = eetp.Code 


