
   

Postal: PO Box 198, Mtubatuba 3935, South Africa 
Physical: Africa Centre, R618 en route to Hlabisa, Somkhele 
Tel.: +27 (0)35 550 7500 
Fax: +27 (0)35 550 7565 
Email: info@africacentre.ac.za 
Web: www.africacentre.com 
 
C:\Users\Colin\Documents\My Databases\ACDIS\Dataset Documentation\Core\BoundedStructures.docx Page 1 of 13 

Africa Centre Demographic Information System (ACDIS)  

Dataset Documentation 

Bounded Structures 

Change History 

Who When What 

Colin Newell 12 May 2006 Original 

Colin Newell 4 July 2006 Removed now-obsolete Validity/VNotes columns 

Colin Newell 2 Aug 2007  Added BSR/BSU form images 

Removed IsTagFixed (operational importance only) and added several lookup 
names 

Colin Newell 7 July 2008 Added IsUrbanOrRural  

Colin Newell 22 July 2008 Added NearestClinic and KmToNearestClinic 

Colin Newell 31 July 2008 Added nearest primary and secondary schools and distances thereto. 
Removed the two VP precision dates 

Colin Newell 19 January 2009 Added distances to Level 1 and 2 roads 

Removed BS Type as it is constant óBô now that dummy BSIntIds 999995/7/9 are 
excluded 

Colin Newell 30 Jun 2009 Replaced form image with new, cosmetically-improved 2011 version 
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Dataset name BoundedStructures 

Description Bounded Structures are physical units that can be directly observed in the field (even in the absence of 
any informant). They are either a single building, or a clustered group of buildings, owned by a single 
owner and located on an identifiable plot of land (e.g. a designated stand in urban areas, or a fenced 
estate in rural areas). They can be represented by a point in a Geographical Information System. Most 
Bounded Structures are Homesteads i.e. residential, but others can be schools, clinics, shops, churches 
etc  Another dataset ï BSTypeEpisodes details these characteristics and any changes in them. Bounded 
Structures can also be under construction, usable or broken down. This characteristic is detailed in 
dataset BSStateEpisodes. Latitude and Longitude is available for every Bounded Structure, but is not 
included in this dataset 

Bounded Structures have both an internal identifier ï BSIntId ï used in the database and dataset, and 
also a BSID which is used in the field, on printed questionnaires, and all operational activities. 

When first registered the four-page BSR form shown below is administered, while the BSU form, also 
shown, is administered to every Bounded Structure in Every DS Round. 

Rows/Units of analysis Each row is one Bounded Structure.  

Unique identifier(s) BSIntId 

Approx. number of rows 15,750 as at June 2011 
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